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ihatcher Rejects
Spy Allegations
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_LONDON, March 26 —In a rare
detailéd public - statement in ".the.
Hcuse of Commons about British in-
telligence, - Prime : Minister. Margeret
Thatcher -~ today - confirmed recent.
newspaper charges that -the former.
chief. of Britain's MI5 counterintelli-
gence service had been investigated s
a possitle Soviet spy but added that

"no -evidence had been: found to in-
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Following a week of sensational al-
Jegatiors about Soviel spies being em-
ployed in important positicns in the
pest, Thatcher emphasized her belief
that Britain’s twin domestic counter-
espronage and foreign intelligence ser-
viczs, MI5 acd MI6, are free of the
high-level  penetrations: by Soviet
agents discovered and rooted out dur-
ing the 1950s and 1960s. 7} 5L

But the prime minister also: re-
vesled that she.hes ordered an elite;
indeperdent commission to - review
security procedures in- Britain’s secret.
intelligence services ard the ‘rest:of

the government.. - LAY
Thatcher, in-a statement to the
hushed, crowded House of Commons,
said. the late Sir Roger Hollis, who
served as the head of Mi3 from 1936
until his retirement in' 1965, had been-
investigated inithe early”1970s.. She.
said:the prcbe “wes based -on certain-
leads’ which , but -did not:
prove that there had been a. Russiam |
‘intelligence service agent at a'relative-
“ly: senior level in British ccunterintelli-}

-gence in the last years of the war” i}
. *7The prime minister said “pone oft
\thiese leads identified Sir Roger Hollis'
“or. pointed ipecifically or solely in his
-direction. Euch of them could also be’
“taken as poiiting to “fKim} Philby ar:
:[Anthony] Bunt” — who had already:
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. “with -many -of these - concerned, in-

“béen discovered to be Soviet ‘moles’::
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~&nclusively prove his innocences -
“deed it is very often impossible_to |
“prove innocence,” Thatcker said. “But
"5 evidence was fourd that lncrmiz
> pated him, and the conclusion .reachevi
-t the.end, of the invesiigation was
-itat he had not been an sgent of the
:Saviet intelligence service .. . -
1:7This most. recent British spy scan-
*dik has.been making headlines here
 ellweek, as the Daily Mail has been:
 cerializing, a. book by its defense spe=-
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+T¥The investigation of Hollis “did not

~{nfiltration of the British governmert:
‘and /intelligence services: by, the Sovi-
ets: Monday’s instalirent detailed the'
‘charges against Hoilis, even - though
Pincher; conceded that! the ~charges-.
could not-be proved. &-did i S
- Thatcher said that the- allegations:-
in Pincher’s book. wers “ingccurate or!
- distorted”. in part.and contained” “col
.information of security | significance!.
which is new to security authorities.” ..
- Pincher hed written .that during,
"two separate mterrcgations, one lest-
.ing 48 hours, “Sir Reger never broke,”
‘but “his “frustrated interrogators be-
lieved that they had before them the

- calist,;Chapman Pincher; about. pest:} -

“most - successful “spy in - history —a
KGB. sgent so-' successful -that he;
made the notorious spies ‘of the past/
like [Guy] Burgess.and [Donald]. Ma-.
clean, Philby and Blunt look very:
uch in ‘the second league.” " . »
i Thatcher -acknowledged that the:
“yiew” that ‘Hollis wes not a Soviet
-ggent wes challenged S'by a very fewr

of those concerned” and that former!
‘Cabinet secretary Lord Trend wasi
asked by then-prime minister. Harold:

‘Wilson in 1074, a year aiter Hollis

* “since they were last subject to inde=

‘died of & heart attack; “to review in
detail the investigations™ against. Hol-
lis. .{;;:v‘, - R p:

* vAfter'a years study and interviews

.dented statement on its findings and

cluding ; two --people who-_ considered |
that.. the- investigation should be re-|
opened,” she said, Lord. Trend “was|
_satisfled that nothing had Leen cov-
"ered ,up- He agreed that none of the
relevant leads identified . Sir cher}
' Hollis as an egent of the Russian in-1
‘telligence  service, and that .each of.‘
-them could be explair’.,g,.by'_réference

to Philby o Blunt?, i it A

Thatcher emphssized " that Pincher}

g wrong” in writing that Lord Trer'.d{'

“concluded that there was a soong:
prima facie cese.that MIS bad been|

- deeply penetrated over many year3 by

someone who was not Blunt” and that%

- Lord Trend “named Hollis as the like-{

Yest suspect” oo .o CE

“Lord Trend ‘said neither of those
things and rothing resembling. there,”
Thatcher - told ~ Parliament. “Lord
Trend, with whom I have discuse sed
the matter, egreed With those who, al--
though' it was impcssiblé to prove the:
“negative, concluded :that Sir Roger
- Hollis had not been-an agent. of the
‘Russian intelligence service.” "~ 3

“Trend- aid tonight, “You may takel
it ithat I concur. entirely with Mrs!
Thatcher’s. statement. - Apart. * from
‘that, I have no comment” .. T-:
- Former _ prime * minister " Wilson,
“making a rare-appearance in Parlia-
-ment, also 33id today.that nothing in!
Lord Trend's report would “substanti4
ate any allegations of a coverup.” f
. - Thatcher said changes in recruiting
‘procedures and repeaicd tightening of
‘security precautions “have over thei
years substantially reduced the wvul-;
‘nerability of the public service to the
threat of pezetration.” These arrange-
mments shouid be scrutinized again, che
said when announcing her decision to
eppont the high-level review commis-,
sion, because the “techniques of pene-
tration and ‘the nature of the risxs
may have changed” in the 20 years.

‘perident review.” - - ¥

~The commission" will be mede up-of }
igh court judges and retired govem-
ment cfficials and military command.-;
ers. It will report-back to- Thatcher,
.who said she would. make an unprece-

recommendations to the Parliament. -
- This action and Thatcher’s- state-]
ments today - were ‘not satisfactory,|
however, for a minority of parliamen-:
tary members from both major parties
.who wanted her to answer Pincher’s;
«Charges in more detail and make the’
intelligence services -generally less se-j
cretive and more accountable to Par-
liament. They now answer only in se~
‘cret to the prime minister, foreign sec-}
“retary and home secretary. Even thej
:names of the directors of MIS5, which’
'is .responsible  for countering -espio
nage, sabotage and subversion in Brit-.
ain;.and 'MI6, which ‘conducts-foreign
intelligence~ operations, -and “the loca-
tions -of ‘their offices: are- supposed to’
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